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subject peoples should be instructed by these examples.
But also he gave to him and to all subject to him. the
friendship of the holy apostolic see thenceforth for-
ever.1 And by his most sacred letter he placed our
saint, now a bishop, under the protection and pious
care of the sovereignty of glorious Duke Charles.2

After Boniface by long and devious ways had visited
the territories of great peoples, he came to the aforesaid
prince of the Franks, and was received by him with
veneration. He delivered to Duke Charles the letters
of the abovementioned Roman bishop and of the apos-
tolic see, and, subject to his lordship and patronage,3
returned, with the consent of Duke Charles, to the
land of the Hessians where before he had tarried.

Now at that time many of the Hessians, brought
under the Catholic faith and confirmed by the grace
of the sevenfold spirit,4 received the laying on of hands;

This is in substance the oath taken by the Italian bishops of the
time who were immediately subject to the see of Rome (episcopi
suburbicarii), except for the omission of the promise of allegiance to
the Empire and Emperor.

1  This special relationship of friendship or brotherhood between the
Roman see on the one hand, and Boniface and his household on the
other, was renewed at the accession of Gregory III in 731. See p. 67,
below.  Mention of it is also made of it by Boniface, JE., 86, 108, in
letters to Zacharias and Stephen III.

2  E.j 20. There also remain general letters of commendation given
by Gregory to Boniface under date of i December 722, addressed
Universis Christianis and Clero, ordini, et plebi; another Thuringis
Christianis which doubtless pertains to this time, and another Universo
pofiulo provinciae Altsaxonum which may so belong.  Ibid.} 17-19, 21.

3  The letter of protection issued by Charles is E., 22.

4 Isaiah, xi, 2;  Isidorus Hispalensis, Etymologiae, vii, 3;   Saint